
 

 

 
 

 Occamõs Razor and 

the Clean Air Act: 
 

 

Can we and Should we 

Simplify the Clean Air Act? 

 



A Take-Off  on the Screwtape Letters:   
How  Can We Make More Money and Derive More Power 

from the Clean Air Act as Environmental Professionals? 

1. Make the system more complicated  
Å The more complicated the system is, the more we are needed 

to help untangle the complexity for our clients and the more 

opportunities for arguments and litigation. 

2. Make the system lengthier 
Å The lengthier the system is, the more opportunities for 

redundancies and conflict to result in opportunities for us, 

and the more difficult it is for non-environmental 

professionals to wrap their arms around what we are doing 

and assert themselves into our area of  expertise. 

3. Deny it is our responsibility to help change it 
Å We profit from the complexity and length of  the CAA . . . 

but we didnõt make it this wayñnor is it our job to change it. 



VS. 

Who is More Likely to Hit a 

90 MPH Fastball? 



�„ Why Update the Clean Air Act? 

�„ System getting huge 

�„ System getting more complex 

�„ Dollars to manage going down  

�„ Work going up 

�„ System relying ultimately on States to achieve attainmentñyet the 

ability of States to achieve attainment is decreasing 

�„ New emissions  measurement technologies are beginning to antiquate 

the current system that largely had to be built around emissions 

estimating techniques 

�„ Recent Developments and Advances on Clean Air Act Reform 

�„ Breaking the Log Jam 

�„ Energy & Commerce Committee - òClean Air Act Forumsó 

�„ Canadian and British Reforming Clean Air Acts 

�„ ECOS, TPPF, SIP Transformation Workgroup, and Other Efforts 

�„ Houstonõs Ability to Help Drive Clean Air Act Reform 

Roadmap of  

Where We are 

Headed Today 


