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Clean Air Act



ÂWhy update the Clean Air Act?
Â System getting huge

Â System getting more complex

ÂDollars to manage going down 

ÂWork going up

Â System relying ultimately on States to achieve attainmentñyet 

the authority of States to achieve attainment is decreasing

Â Single pollutant-by-pollutant approach no longer efficient and 

effective in a world of multi-pollutant concerns

ÂNew emissions  measurement technologies are beginning to 

antiquate the current system that largely had to be built around 

emissions estimating techniques

Why the need 

for 21st century 

Clean Air Act?



The Clean Air Act 
is too big and 
complicated.



The federalenvironmentalstatutesthat Congresshasaddressedto EPA run to more

than2,700pagesin the two large,maroon-coloredUnitedStatescodevolumes. The

legallybindingregulationsissuedby EPA to implementthesestatutesfill the 31 ocre-

colored volumesof the Code of FederalRegulations. The guidanceand other

documentsissuedby EPA to explainor interpretits regulationsfill aroundonemillion

pagesandarerepresentedby the1,250grey-coloredloose-leaf volumes. Thisdoesnot

includethe millions of pagesof Stateand local statutes,rules,and guidancethat

implementthemillionsof pagesof Federalstatutes,rules,andguidance.



---òI hate that each sector has 17 to 20 

rules that govern each piece of equipment 

and you've got to be a neuroscientist to 

figure it outó. ---Gina McCarthy, U.S.EPA Administrator (2009-2016)


